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Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Stefan Koschmieder on May 12, 2006. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

In Claim 1, remove all of part C) and insert: 

"C) 1-10% by weight of a,P-unsaturated carboxylic acids, carboxylic acid nitriles, 
carboxylic acid amides, esters of C3 to Ce a,p-monoethylenically unsaturated monocarboxylic 
acids with Ci to C12 alkanols, esters of C3 to C6 a,p-monoethylenically unsaturated dicarboxylic 
acids with Ci to C12 alkanols, anhydrides of C3 to Ce a,|3-monoethylenically unsaturated 
monocarboxylic acids, anhydrides of C3 to Ce a,P-monoethylenically unsaturated dicarboxylic 
acids or mixtures thereof; and" 

in Claim 7, remove all text of claim 7 and replace with: 

"The latex as claimed in claim 1, wherein component C is selected from the group 
consisting of C3 to Ce a,p-monoethylenically unsaturated monocarboxylic acids, C3 to C(, a,P- 
monoethylenically unsaturated dicarboxylic acids, amides of C3 to Ce a,P-monoethylenically 
unsaturated monocarboxylic acids, amides of C3 to Ce a,p-monoethylenically unsaturated 
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dicarboxylic acids, nitriles of C3 to Ce a,P-monoethylenically unsaturated monocarboxylic acids, 
and nitriles of C3 to Ce a,P-monoethylenically unsaturated dicarboxylic acids. 

In Claim 16, remove all of part C) and insert: 

"C) 1-10% by weight of a,P-unsaturated carboxylic acids, carboxylic acid nitriles, 
carboxylic acid amides, esters of C3 to C6 a,P-monoethylenically unsaturated monocarboxylic 
acids with Ci to C12 alkanols, esters of C3 to Ce a,p-monoethyIenically unsaturated dicarboxylic 
acids with Ci to C12 alkanols, anhydrides of C3 to Ce a,p-monoethylenically unsaturated 
monocarboxylic acids, anhydrides of C3 to Ce a,p-monoethylenically unsaturated dicarboxylic 
acids or mixtures thereof; and" 

In Claim 22, remove all text of claim 7 and replace with: 

"The latex as claimed in claim 16, wherein component C is selected from the group 
consisting of C3 to Ce a,p-monoethylenically unsaturated monocarboxylic acids, C3 to C6 a,p- 
monoethylenically unsaturated dicarboxylic acids, amides of C3 to Ce a,p-monoethylenically 
unsaturated monocarboxylic acids, amides of C3 to Ce a,p-monoethylenically unsaturated 
dicarboxylic acids, nitriles of C3 to Ce a,P-monoethylenically unsaturated monocarboxylic acids, 
and nitriles of C3 to Ce a,P-monoethylenically unsaturated dicarboxylic acids. 
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Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
4. The present claims are allowable over the closest prior art Diehl et al in US 6,337,359. 

Diehl discloses a process of making latex which comprises incrementally adding the 
monomer mixture to the seed under emulsion polymerization conditions. The prior art does not 
disclose a process of making a latex by using at least one discontinuous change when adjusting 
the particular molar ratios currently given for A and B, Furthermore, applicant has shown in the 
specification and the arguments filed 2/16/06 that the latex in the current claims has less of the 
by-product 4-PCH than those made by other processes. 

Thus, it is clear that Diehl does not disclose or suggest the claimed invention. 

In light of the above, it is clear that rejections of record are untenable and thus the present 
claims are passed to issue. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sandra K. Poulos whose telephone number is (571) 272-6428. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-4:30 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on (571) 272-1 1 19. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Sandra K. Poulos 



